Flutist's concerts
borrow from mix
of cultures, styles

hen I met flutist Viviana Guzman, just be-

fore a concert last spring, she was living in

aﬂmhﬂﬂlomﬂu.lmdlh-
an igloo — Sherpa-style.

Outside, it was brown-shingled and weathered by
salt and wind. Inside, it was as fancy as a desert
sheik’s tent and lighted by a skylight. Handmade An-
dean blankets, weavings, leather work and pieces of
antique saris painted it with col-
or.

A popular musician who trav-

and the people wanted her back. Both times the con-
certs sold out.

MbndlymwMMwenp
ing to do it again, said proprietor, Carl Mehler. “She
is more than just a musician, she is a performer.”

Wednesday at the San Jose Museum of Art, Guz-
mén will perform in the “Arts Alive!” concert series.

Her concert is a cultural and period mix. For “Hun-
ganian Fantasy,” written by 19th-century composer
Franz Albert Doppler, Guzmén takes the basic melo-
dy and puts it in a Gypsy setting.

In “Ojos Azules,” she infuses her Andean and Chil
mwmmu\emmmmmody.
Next, she plays a jazz interpretation of “Black Or-
pheus.”

Guzmén performs Wednesday from 5to 8 pm. at the
San Jose Museum of Art, 110 S. Market St., San Jose.
Call (408) 294-2787 for information. She also performs
Aug. 11 from 610 8 p.m. atthe Cinnebar Theater in Pet-
aluma — call (707) 763-8920 — and Aug. 18from 6108
p.m_atafree concen on the beach at the Esplanade.
viviana.org for a schedule.

She plays several kinds of flutes from her collec-
tion of 50. Adding to the
peaceful, sometimes mysteri-
ous tone of the music is an
instrument many have not
d;tr:)rdofcﬁhdﬂnm

it is played by a member of
her acoustic

T don't know where it Viviana Guzman
comes from,” she said this has 50 flutes, a few
week, “except my fascination  of which she plays

with Middle Eastemmusic.  in concert.
So while 1 was at Juilliard, on
the side as a hobby, | was taking belly dancing.”
Performing in more than 80 concerts all over the
world, including Russia, Ireland, Senegal and
Turkey, she is on the road 50 percent of the time.
Coming home to the yurt, she said, was like “retum-
ing to the Earth.”
But the yurt recently lost its musical tenant to ro-

mance.

Aboard Seabourne Cruise Lines’ “Pride” while sail-
ing from Rio de Janeiro to the Amazon and on to the
Caribbean, she and artist Imre Covacs were married
The next again in a castle in Buda-
pest in his native Hy )

The couple now live in a cozy cottage down the

road from the languishing yurt.

Soon, she is off to Scotland and Iceland, taking her
mﬁd—mmmﬂm
doo m(h of the African jimbe
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